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ELECTION — REPROBATION

Stated and lllustrated in the BIBLE

Election

EPH 14 KaBmg eEAeE0To NUAG EV OVT® TPO KATAUPOANG KOGLOV, ELVOL MO 0LYLOVG

KO QLLOUOVS KATEVOTTLOV OVLTOV €V OYUTH,

even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world [ACT

2:23; 13:48; 15:18; JER 1:5; 2TH 2:13; 2T1 1:9; 1PE 1:20; TIT 1:1, 2], for

us to be holy and without blemish before Him. [In love -part of verse 5]

Reprobation

PE26 §10m1 TEPLEYEL EV YPOAPN 100V TIONUL EV LV AMOOV EKAEKTOV OKPOYDVIOIOV
EVTILOV KO O TLIGTELMV ET QLT OV N KATOGYLVON

Wherefore is contained in the Scripture [ISA 28:16], Behold, | lay in
Zion an elect, precious Cornerstone, and the one believing in Him
will by no means be disappointed [ROM 10:11].

PE 27 VULV OLV 1) TIUN TOLG TIGTEVOVGLY AMIGTOVGLY O€ ABOG OV AmESOKILOGAV Ol
OLKOOOLOVVTEG OVTOG EYEVNOM €1C KEPAANV YOVIOG

To you therefore who are believing He is precious. But to those who
are unbelieving He is a Stone Who the builders rejected. The same is
made the head of the corner,

PE28 MB0C TPOGKOUIOTOG KOl TETPO. GKAVOOAOL Ol TPOGKOTTOVGLY TM AOYM®
amelfovVvTeG €16 0 Ko g1ednoav



and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling, to those who
stumble at the Word, being disobedient. TO WHICH ALSO THEY
WERE APPOINTED [See ROM 9:28].

ACTL25) uBewv Tov Tomov NG SLOKOVIOG TOVTNG KOl ATOGTOANG AP MG TapeP™
10V30¢C TOPEVONVAL €1 TOV TOTOV TOV 1310V
that he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas

turned asidet0 qO Into HIS OWN PLACE.

EPHESIANS 2:1-10

EPH 2:1
KOl Vag ovtag vEKPOLG TOLC TAPATTAOLACTY KOl TOLS OLLAPTLOLS DDV

And you BEING DEAD in your trespasses and sins [Sin, trespass and
transgression [1JO 3:4] are all synonyms; PSA 51:5; JAM 2:26. The KJV,
AND other revisions, ADDITION to verse one goes back at least to
Tyndale’s 1534 NT]J;

EPH 2:2 €V U1C TOTE TMEPLETATI|OATE KATA TOV AL@OVA TOV KOGLLOV TOUVTOV KOATA TOV
apyovTo NG E£0VGLAG TOV OEPOG TOV TVEVLOTOG TOV VUV EVEPYOVVTOG EV TOIG VIOLG
NG amelfelog

in which you then walked according to the course of this world [LCO
6:9-11], according to the ruler [the Devil - Satan] of the authority of the
air, of the spirit [the Devil - Satan] who is now working in the sons of
disobedience;

EPH 23 ¢y 01G KOl NUELG TOVTEG OVEGTPOPTUEV TOTE €V TOLG EMOVUIONG TNG GAPKOG
NU®V TOWOVVTESG T OEANLOTO TG GOPKOG Kl TV dlovolmVy Kat nueda texva
(PVGEL 0PYNG WG KOl OL AOITOL

in whom also WE ALL conducted ourselves then in the perverted
desires of our flesh, doing the will of the flesh and of the mind, and
were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

EPRET G 8 0e0¢ TAOVGLOC MV €V EAEEL Ol TNV TOAANV QYUY OLTOV NV 1Y OTNGEV

nuag

BUT GOD, being rich in mercy, because of His much love with
which He loved us,

EPH 25 1o ovtag pag vekpoug TolS TopanTmUasty GUVEL®OTOMOEY TM YPIOTM
YOPLTL EGTE GECMGEVOL

EVEN BEING DEAD IN OUR TRESPASSES [See EPH 2:1],
MADE US ALIVE TOGETHER IN CHRIST,

(by grace you have been saved);

EPH 2:6
KOl GUVNYELPEV KL ovvekadioey gv TOLG EMOLPAVIOLS EV YPLOTO 11GOL




and has raised us up and seated us together in the Heavenly places in
Christ Jesus,

[SEE COL 1:13 Who delivered us from the authority [dominion
OR kingdom] of the dark [of the Devil - Satan; See EPH 2:2] and
transferred us into the Kingdom of His beloved Son [a present
Kingdom and a present possession, though much is yet to be
possessed - PHI 1:6; EPH 1:13, 14; 1CO 1:22; 2CO 5:5],

o VOEIENTOL EV TOLG LMGLY TOIG EMEPYOLEVOLS TO VRLEPPOALOV TAOVLTOC
NG XOPLTOS AVTOL EV YPTNGTOTNTL EQ NUAS EV YPLOT® NGOV

In order that in the coming ages He might show
the exceeding riches of His grace in mercy
toward us in Christ Jesus.

EPH 2.6
N YOP XOPLTL EGTE GECMGLEVOL S0l TIGTEMG KOl TOVTO OVK €€ LU®V BEOV TO

EPH 2:7

dwpov

For by grace you have been saved through faith [TIT 3:5, 6: JOH 6:44;
JAM 2:19]; and this NOT of you — [it is] the gift of God;

EPR 29 guk €€ epymV VoL U1 TIG KALYNOTTOL

NOT of works in order that no one might boast.

=PR210 gutov YOP EGUEV TOMUO KTIGOEVTES EV YPIOTO MMGOL ML EPYOLS aryafolg
01G TPONTOLAGEY 0 HEOG VAL EV OLTOLS TEPITATNCOUEV

For we are made [a product], created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared [planned] beforehand [EPH 1:4] in order that
we might walk in them.

EPHESIANS ILLUSTRATED BY THE CONVERSION OF PAUL
AS TOLD BY PAUL IN: ACTS 25:17-27; 26:1-32

cuveABovtmv ovv gvlade avoforny UndEMAY TOMGAUEVOS T €ENG
kaficag emt Tov Pnuatog ekedgvca aydnvat Tov avopa

Therefore, when they were come here, without any delay on the next day
| sat on the judgment seat, and ordered the man to be brought.

ACT 25498 1ep1 0V GTAOEVTES 01 KATITYOPOL OLSEULOV AULTIAY EPEPOV BV EYO
VIEVOOLV TTOVIPOV

Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought no accusation of
such things as | expected:

ACT 25:19 nnpota 8 Tva mTEPL TG 110G SEIGLOULLOVIOGS ELYOV TPOG OLTOV Kol TEPL
TIVOG 1MGOL TEBVNKOTOG OV EPAGKEV 0 TAWAOG (NV

but had certain questions against him of their own religion, even
concerning one Jesus, Who had died, whom Paul asserted to be alive.
ACT 2520 yopov LEVOG O £Y® TNV TTEPL TOLT®V (NTNOLY EAEYOV €1 fOLAOITO
nopevecat €1¢ 1lEpOGOAV LA KAKEL KPveGOaL TEPL TOVTOV

And because | doubted of such manner of questions, | asked him whether
he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things.

ACT 25:17



ACT 25:21
TOV O€ TOVAOL EMKAAEGALEVOD TNPNOMNVAL ALTOV E1C TNV TOV GERAGTOV

AyvVeOGLV eKELELGO TNPELGHAL AVTOV EMG OV OVOTELWY® OVTOV TPOG KOLGOPO
But when Paul had appealed to be reserved to the hearing of Augustus, |
commanded him to be kept till I might send him to Caesar.’

ACT 25:22 OYPITIOG O€ TTPOG TOV PNGTOV ELOVAOUNY KO VTOG TOV avOpmITOoL
0KOLGOL QLPLOV PNGLV BLKOLGT) OV TOV

Then Agrippa said to Festus, | would also hear the man myself.
Tomorrow, said he, you shall hear him.

ACT 2523 11 ouv enavprov eMBoVTOC TOL aypuma Ko TG PEPVIKNG LETO TOAANG
(POVTOGLOG Kl EIGEADOVTMV €1G TO OKPOATNPLOV GLV TE YIALOPYOLS KOl AVOPOUGLY
TO1G KT €£0YMNV TNG TOAEWMG KOl KEAELGOVTOS TOL PNGTOV 10N 0 TAVAOG
Therefore the next day, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great
pomp, and was entered into the place of hearing, with the chief captains,
and principal men of the city, at Festus’ commandment Paul was brought
in.

ACT 2524 1eon PNOLV 0 PNOTOG AYPUTTo PAGIAEL KOl TOVTEG Ol GLUTOPOVTES MLV
avdpeg Bempelte ToVTOV TEPL OV A TO TANOOG TV 10VINLMV EVETVYEV LOL EV TE
1EPOGOAVHOLG Kot evOadE BowVTeG Un 0V avTOV NV UNKETL

And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all men which are here present with
us, you see this man, about whom all the multitude of the Jews have dealt
with me, both at Jerusalem, and also here, crying that he ought not to live
any longer.

ACT 2925 ey 8¢ katehafouny pndev a&lov avtov BavaTov TETPAYEVAL ALLTOV OE
TOVTOV EMIKOAEGALEVOL TOV GEROGTOV EKPLVA TEUTELY

But when | found that he had committed nothing worthy of death, and that
he himself has appealed to Augustus, | determined to send him.

ACT 25:26 TEPL OV AGPUAEG TL YPOYOL TM KVPL® OVK EY® 10 TPOTYOYOV OLTOV EQ
VU®V KOl LOALGTO ETTL GOV BAGIAED OYPINTOL OTTMG TNG AVOKPLGEWMS YEVOLEVTG GYM
TLYPOY®

Concerning whom | have nothing reasonable to write to my lord.
Wherefore | have brought him out before you, and especially before you,
Oh king Agrippa, that, after your examination, | may have something to
write.
ACT 2527 g\ oyov yap Hot SOKEL TEUTOVTA SEGHIOV L1 KO TOG KOT OVTOV OLTLOG
onuovol

For it seems to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, and nothing to
indicate the reasons against him.

ACT 26:1 Aypunag o€ mpog tov [IawAov QN ENTPENETOL GOl VITEP GEAVTOV AEYELV
tote 0 [TavAog exTelvag TNV YEPO ATEAOYELTO

Then Agrippa said to Paul, You are permitted to speak for yourself. Then
Paul stretched out his hand, and answered for himself:

ACT 282 mept TOVTOV OV EYKEAOVILOL DTTO 1OVSOLMV PAGIAED OyPUTITAL YN pon
EUOVTOV LLOKOPLOV ETTL GOV LEAAW®Y CTLLEPOV ATTOAOYEIGOL



| think myself happy, king Agrippa, because | shall answer for myself this
day before you touching all the things whereof | am accused of the Jews:
ACT 283 1) 0MOTO YVOOTNY 0VTOL G TOVT®V TOV KoTa 10V300VG €0V TE KO
{nnuotov 010 d€opatl LOKPOBLILMS 0KOVGOL OV

especially because | know you to be expert in all customs and
guestions which are among the Jews: wherefore | beg you to hear
me patiently.

ACT 26:4 TNV LEV OVV PGV OV €K VEOTNTOG TNV OTT OPYNG YEVOUEVNV €V T® €BVEL
LLOV €V TE IEPOGOAVLOLS IGAGLY TOVTES LOVONOL

My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among my
own nation and at Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews;

ACT 26:5 TPOYIWVOCKOVTES LE avmbev gav OEAMOY LOPTVPELY OTL KOTA TNV
aKpecTaTny apecty TS nuetepag Opnokelog e{noa Paplcoalog

knowing me from the first (if they will testify) that according to the
most strict sect of our religion, | lived a Pharisee.

ACT 286 1 an vov e ehudt NG €1 TOVG TOATEPOG UMV ETOYYEALOS YEVOUEVTG VIO
0V B0V £6TNKA KPIVOUEVOC

And now | stand in judgment for the hope of the promise made of
God, to our fathers:

ACT 267 €1G MV TO OMOEKOAPLAOV MUDV EV EKTEVELD VOKTO KOL IUEPAY AATPEVLOV
eAmILEL KaTavTnool TEPL NG EATIO0C EYKOAOVLOL VTTO 10VdULMY BAcGIAED

to which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and
night, hope to come. For which hope’s sake, king Agrippa, | am
accused of the Jews.

ACT 258 1 amotov KPLVETOL TTOLp DLV €1 0 BE0C VEKPOVG EYELPEL

Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God
should raise the dead?

ACT259 evo pev ovy €00&a EULOVTO TPOG TO OVOLLOL TGOV TOL VAL®PALOL OEV
TOALQ EvavTio TPaSal

I, myself, therefore thought, that | ought to do many things contrary
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

ACT 26410 4 won EMONGA EV IEPOGOAVLOLS KOl TOAAOVS TE TMOV AYI®OV EYW EV
(PLAOKOLG KATEKAELGO TNV TP TOV APYLEPE®V E0VGLOV APV OVOLPOVUEVOV TE
OVTOV KOTNVEYKA YT(POV

Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did |
shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests;
and when they were put to death, | gave my voice against them.

ACT 26 o korta TOGOG TOS GLVOYWYOS TOALUKIG TILOP®OV QVTOVS NVaAyKalov
BAOGENLELY TEPIGGMG TE ELLUOVOUEVOS OVTOLS EGUMKOV £MG KOl €1G TAG EE®
TOAELG

And | punished them often in every synagogue, and compelled them
to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, |
persecuted them even unto foreign cities.



ACT 26412 v 01¢ TOPEVOLEVOC EIC TNV SALACKOV LET EEOVOLOG KOL ETLTPOTNG TNG

TOV OPYLEPEDV
In which as | went to Damascus with authority and

commission of the chief priests,
ACT 20 huepoc peong kota v 080V £180v Pactiev ovpavodey vrep TNV
AOUTPOTNTO TOL NAOV TEPIAQUYOV LE YOS KOL TOVG GLV ELLOL TOPEVOUEVOLG

at midday, Oh king, | saw in the way a light from
Heaven, above the brightness of the Sun,
shining round about me AND THOSE WHO
WERE GOING WITH ME.

ACT 201 ooV TE KOTATEGOVTOV UGV E1G TV YNV TKOLGO OVITY AEYOLGOV
TPOG L TN ERPaLdL OLOUAEKT® GOOVA GAOVA Tl UE SIWKELS CKANPOV GOl TPOC
KEVTPO AOKTICEWV

And when we had all fallen to the Earth, | heard a voice speaking to

me and saying in the Hebrew language, ' Saul, Saul, Why do
you persecute Me? It is hard for you to kick
against the goads.

ACT 26:15
EY® O€ EUTOL TIG €L KVPLE O OE KLPLOG EITEV EYM ELL INGOVG OV GL OIOKELG

And | said, Who are you, Lord? And the Lord
said, | am Jesus whom you persecute.

ACT 2610 50 avaroTOL Kot 6T EMTL TOVC TOSAC GOV E1C TOLTO YaP GPONV GOt
TPOYEPLoOcHAL OE VINPETNV KOL LAPTLPO WV TE EIOEC LE WV TE 0PON GO GOt

But rise, and stand on your feet: FOR | HAVE
APPEARED TO YOU FOR THIS PURPOSE, TO

MAKE YOU A MINISTER AND A
WITNESS BOTH OF THESE THINGS
WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN, AND OF
THOSE THINGS IN THE WHICH |
WILL APPEAR TO YOU;

ACT 26:17

eEAPOVEVOG GE EK TOV AOOL KO €K T®V EBVAOV €1 0VG £YM ATOCTEAA®
o€

CHOOSING YOU from the people, and from the nations, to whom |
send you,



ACT 26:18
avolEat 0POAALOVS OVTOV TOV EMLOTPEYNL OTO GKOTOVG E1G PG KO TNG

e€ovolag Tov catava £mt Tov Bgov TOL AAPEV VTOVG OPESLY OUOPTIOV KO
KANPOV €V TOIC NYLOGUEVOLS TIGTEL TN EIC EUE

to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins, and inheritance among these who are sanctified by faith that is
in Me.

ACT 26:19
ofev Bactiev aypumo OvK £yEvouUNV OmedNG TN OLPAVIED OTTUGLO

Whereupon, king Agrippa, | was not disobedient
to the heavenly vision:

ACT 26:20

OAAQ TOIC €V OQUOCK® TPOTOV TE KOl IEPOGOAVLOLS TOGAY TE TNV YOPOV
NG 10LOALOG KOl TOLG EBVEGLY amNyYEALOV LETAVOELY KOL ETIGTPEPELV EML TOV BeOV
a1l TNG LETAVOLOG EPYO TTPOUCCOVTOG

but showed first to those of Damascus, and at
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of
Judaea, and then to the nations, that they
should repent and turn to God, and do works
worthy of repentance.

ACT2E2L evera TOLVTMVY e 10VEOLOL GLALUPOLEVOL EV TO LEPM ETELPOVTO
dwyeproacOon

On account of these things the Jews found me in the temple, and
went about to kill me.

ACT 26:22 EMKOLPLOG OLV TLYWV TNG OO TOL B0V AYPL TNG NUEPAS TAVTNG EGTNKO,
LOPTUPOEVOS LKP® TE KL LEYOAM OVOEV EKTOG AEYMV MV TE OL TPOPTTOL
gloAncav peAlLoviv yvesOon kol povong

Having therefore obtained help of God, | continue to this day,
witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than
those which the prophets and Moses did say should come:

ACT 2623 &1 TaBNTOC 0 YPLOTOG EL TPMTOC EE AVACTAGEDS VEKPOV QMG UEAAEL
KATOYYEAAEV T® TE Ao Kot TO1G €Bvecty

That Christ should suffer, and that He should be the first that should
rise from the dead, and should show light to the people, and to the
nations.

ACT 2624 Tomta 8¢ awtov OTOAOYOVLEVOV O PNGTOG LEYOAN TN POV TCLV LoV
TOVAE TO TOAAO GE YPOULATO EIG LLOVIOY TEPLTPETEL

And as he thus spoke for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, you
are beside yourself; your much learning does make you mad.

ACT 2625 4 &g TOVAOG OV LLOLVOLLOL PGV KPOTIOTE PNOTE AL 0ANOELOg Kot
COPPOGLVTG PNHAT aToPOey Yool

But Paul said, | am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the
words of truth and good judgment.




ACT 2626 emotatal yop mept TOLTMY 0 Bactilevug mpog ov Tappnclaloevog AaAm

AavBavey yop avtov TouT®mVv ov TeEopat ovhev OV Yop ECTLY €V YOVIQ
TEMPAYLEVOV TOVTO

For the king knows of these things, before whom also | speak boldly:
for | am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him;
for this thing was not done in a corner.

ACT 26:27 TIGTEVELS POGIAEL QYPUTTOL TOIS TTPOPNTOLS OO0, OTL TIGTEVELS

King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? | know that you believe.
ACT 2628 4 B¢ Oy PLTTOG TTPOG TOV TTOWAOV EV OALY® UE TEDELS XPLOTIOVOV OGO
Then Agrippa said to Paul, Almost you persuade me to be a
Christian.

ACT2029 5 Be TALAOG &ALV oV T® Bem Kol €V OAY® KOl EV LEYOA®D OV LLOVOV
o€ OALOL KO TTOVTOG TOVG 0KOVOVTOG L0V GNLEPOV YEVEGHNL TOLOVTOVE OTTO10G KO
EYM ELL TOPEKTOG TOV OEGUWOV TOVTMV

| would to God, that not only you, but also all who hear me this day,
were both almost and altogether such as | am, except these bonds.
ACT 26:30 OVESTN TE 0 PAGIAELG Kol O NYEU®V 1 T€ PEPVIKT KOl 01 GLYKOONUEVOL

oVTOLG

And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and
Bernice, and those who sat with them:

ACT 26531 1o avoypnoavteg EMIAOVY TPOS OAAAOVS AEYOVTEC OTL OVSEY OAVATOL
N 0eG UMV 0ELOV TPAGGEL 0 AVOPOTOS OVTOG

and when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying,
This man does nothing worthy of death or of bonds.

ACT 2632 Ayvpimag 8 T otm £ omorelvodot 5uVaTo 0 AVOPOTOG OLTOG £l
U1 ETEKEKANTO KOUGOPO,

Then said Agrippato Festus, This man might have been set at
liberty, if he had not appealed to Caesar.

John Calvin
on
God’s omnipotence, decrees and providence

[From pages 231 to 235 of his Institutes - Beveridge Translation (1800)].
[Old English updated; words referring to God are capitalized. Bible references are in 3 digit form — aal]

3. And truly God claims omnipotence to Himself, and would have us to
acknowledge it, — not the vain, indolent, slumbering omnipotence which
sophists invent, but vigilant, efficacious, energetic, and ever active, — not
an omnipotence which may only act as a general principle of confused
motion, as in ordering a stream to keep within the channel once
prescribed to it, but one which is intent on individual and special
movements. God is deemed omnipotent, not because He can act though



He may cease or be idle, or because by a general instinct He continues
the order of nature previously appointed; BUT because, governing
Heaven and Earth by His providence, He so overrules all things that
nothing happens without His counsel. For when it is said in the
Psalms, He has done whatever He has pleased, [PSA 115:3], the thing
meant is His sure and deliberate purpose. It were dull to interpret the
Psalmist’s words in philosophic fashion, to mean that God is the primary
agent, because the beginning and cause of all motion. This rather is the
solace of the faithful, in their adversity, that every thing which they
endure is by the ordination and command of God, THAT THEY ARE
UNDER HIS HAND. But if the government of God thus extends to all His
works, it is a childish objection to confine it to natural influx. Those
moreover who confine the providence of God within narrow limits, as if He
allowed all things to be born along freely according to a perpetual law of
nature, do not more defraud God of His glory than themselves of a most
useful doctrine; for nothing were more wretched than man if he were
exposed to all possible movements of the sky, the air, the Earth, and the
water. We may add, that by this view the singular goodness of God
towards each individual is unbecomingly impaired. David exclaims, [PSA
8:3], that infants hanging at their mothers breasts are eloquent enough to
celebrate the glory of God, because, from the very moment of their births
they find a food prepared for them by heavenly care. Indeed, if we do not
shut our eyes and senses to the fact, we must see that some mothers
have full provision for their infants, and others almost none, according as
it is the pleasure of God to nourish one child more liberally, and another
more sparingly. Those who attribute due praise to the omnipotence of
God thereby derive a double benefit. He to whom Heaven and Earth
belong, and whose nod all creatures must obey, is fully able to
reward the honor which they pay to Him, and they can rest secure in
the protection of Him to whose control everything that could do
them harm is subject, by whose authority, Satan, with all his wild
rage and devices, is curbed as with a bridle, and on whose will
everything adverse to our safety depends. In this way, and in no other,
can the immoderate and superstitious fears, excited by the dangers to
which we are exposed, be calmed or subdued. | say superstitious fears.
For such they are, as often as the dangers threatened by any created
objects inspire us with such terror, that we tremble as if they had in
themselves a power to hurt us, or could hurt at random or by chance; or
as if we had not in God a sufficient protection against them. For example,
Jeremiah forbids the children of God to be dismayed at the signs of
heaven, as the heathen are dismayed at them, [JER 10:2]. He does not,
indeed, condemn every kind of fear. But as unbelievers transfer the
government of the world from God to the stars, imagining that happiness
or misery depends on their decrees or predictions, and not on the Divine



will, the consequence is, that their fear, which ought to have reference to
Him only, is diverted to stars and comets. Let him, therefore, who would

beware of such unbelief, always bear in mind, that there is no
random power, or agency, or motion in the
creatures, who are so governed by the secret
counsel of God, that nothing happens but what
He has knowingly and willingly decreed.

4. First, then, let the reader remember that the providence we mean is not
one by which the Deity, sitting idly in heaven, looks on at what is taking
place in the world, but one by which He, as it were, holds the steering
wheel and overrules all events. Hence His providence extends not less
to the hand than to the eye. When Abraham said to his son, God will
provide, [GEN 22:8], he meant not merely to assert that the future event
was foreknown to God but to resign the management of an unknown
business to the will of Him whose province it is to bring perplexed and
doubtful matters to a happy result. Hence it appears that providence
consists in action. What many talk of bare prescience is the merest
trifling. Those do not err quite so grossly who attribute government to
God, but still, as | have observed, a confused and promiscuous
government which consists in giving an impulse and general movement to
the machine of the globe and each of its parts, but does not specially
direct the action of every creature. It is impossible, however, to tolerate
this error. For, according to its promoters, there is nothing in this
providence, which they call universal, to prevent all the creatures from
being moved contingently, or to prevent man from turning himself in this
direction or in that, according to the mere freedom of his own will. In this
way they make man a partner with God, — God, by His energy,
impressing man with the movement by which he can act, agreeably to the
nature conferred upon him while man voluntarily regulates his own
actions. In short, their doctrine is, that the world, the affairs of men,
and men themselves, are governed by the power, but not by the
decree of God. | say nothing of the Epicureans, (a pest with which the
world has always been plagued,) who dream of an inert and idle God, and
others, not a whit sounder, who of old pretended that God rules the upper
regions of the air, but leaves the inferior to Fortune. Against such evident
madness even dumb creatures lift their voice.

My intention now is, to refute an opinion which has very generally
obtained — an opinion which, while it concedes to God some blind and
equivocal movement, withholds what is of principal importance, viz., the
disposing and directing of every thing to its proper end by



incomprehensible wisdom. By withholding government, it makes God the
ruler of the world in name only, not in reality. For what, | ask, is meant by
government, if it be not to preside so as to regulate the destiny of that
over which you preside? | do not, however, totally repudiate what is said
of a universal providence, provided, on the other hand, it is conceded to
me that the world is governed by God, not only because He maintains the
order of nature appointed by Him, but because He takes a special charge
of every one of His works. It is true, indeed, that each species of created
objects is moved by a secret instinct of nature, as if they obeyed the
eternal command of God, and spontaneously followed the course which
God at first appointed. And to this we may refer our Savior's words, that
He and His Father have always been at work from the beginning, [JOH
5:17]; also the words of Paul, that in Him we live, and move, and have our
being, [ACT 17:28]; also the words of the author of the Epistle to the
Hebrews, who, when wishing to prove the divinity of Christ, says, that He
upholds all things by the word of His power, [HEB 1:3]. But some, under
pretext of the general, hide and obscure the special providence, which is
so surely and clearly taught in Scripture, that it is strange how any one
can bring himself to doubt of it. And, indeed, those who interpose that
disguise are themselves forced to modify their doctrine, by adding that
many things are done by the special care of God. This, however, they

erroneously confine to particular acts. The thing to be proved,
therefore, is, that single events are so regulated
by God, AND ALL EVENTS SO PROCEED FROM
HIS DETERMINATE COUNSEL, THAT NOTHING
HAPPENS BY CHANCE.

5. Assuming that the beginning of motion belongs to God, but that all
things move spontaneously or casually, according to the impulse which
nature gives, the change by the laws of nature of day and night, summer
and winter, will be the work of God; inasmuch as He, in assigning the
office of each, appointed a certain law, namely, that they should always
with uniform tenor observe the same course, day succeeding night, month
succeeding month, and year succeeding year. But, as at one time,
excessive heat, combined with drought, burns up the fields; at another
time excessive rains rot the crops, while sudden devastation is produced
by tempests and storms of hail, these will not be the works of God, unless
in so far as rainy or fair weather, heat or cold, are produced by the coming
together of the stars, and other natural causes. According to this view,
THERE IS NO PLACE LEFT EITHER FOR THE PATERNAL FAVOR,
OR THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD. If it is said that God fully manifests His
kindness to the human race, by furnishing Heaven and Earth with the



ordinary power of producing food, the explanation is meager and
heathenish: as if the fertility of one year were not a special blessing, the
poverty and famine of another a special punishment and curse from God.
But as it would occupy too much time to enumerate all the arguments, let
the authority of God Himself suffice. In the Law and the Prophets he
repeatedly declares, that as often as He waters the Earth with dew and
rain, He manifests His favor, that by His command the Heaven becomes
hard as iron, the crops are destroyed by mildew and other evils, that
storms and hail, in devastating the fields, are signs of sure and special

vengeance. This being admitted, IT IS CERTAIN THAT NOT
A DROP OF RAIN FALLS WITHOUT THE

EXPRESS COMMAND OF GOD. pavid, indeed, [PSA

146:9], extols the general providence of God in supplying food to the
young ravens that cry to Him but when God Himself threatens living
creatures with famine, does He not plainly declare that they are all
nourished by Him, at one time with scanty, at another with more ample
measure? It is childish, as | have already said, to confine this to

particular acts, When Christ says, without
reservation, THAT NOT A SPARROW FALLS TO
THE GROUND WITHOUT THE WILL OF HIS
FATHER, [vAT 10:29]. Surely, if the flight of birds is
regulated by the counsel of God, we must
acknowledge with the prophet, that while He
dwells on high, He humbles Himself to behold

the things that are in Heaven and in the Earth,
[PSA 113:5, 6].




